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Key Points  
 
 

REAL -TIME BUSINESS  

INTELLIGENCE SOLUTION 

THAT ENGAGES USERS 

FROM THE  OUTSET 

 

 

USERS CAN SEE THEIR   

INDIVIDUAL PENSION 

CHOICES AND RISKS AND  

TRACK THEIR PROGRESS   

 

 

INTERACTIVE PENSION 

SYSTEM CREATED USING 

WINDOWS AZURE AND  

MICROSOFT SILVERLIGH T 

PensionDCisions is an innovative company that uses leading 

business intelligence solutions to calculate a personal 

performance and behavioural track record for individuals with 

corporate defined contribution (DC) pensions. 

The challenge  
 
If you work in a large company, youôll probably have a 

defined contribution pension scheme, organised by the 

company and boosted by contributions from them.  

The problem is that itôs difficult for you to see how your 

pension pot is performing, and itôs difficult to understand 

the degree of risk or return you are getting on your 

portfolio. 

PensionsDCisions asked Dot Net to create an 

application whereby customers could log on to an 

interactive system and effectively profile themselves in 

terms of their attitude to risk and see how this translates 

into pension investments.  

They required an engaging format that was simple to 

use and brought the issue of pensions to life. In addition, 

they needed the ability to expand their solution for 

potential use by hundreds of thousands of users, without 

the need to invest on further IT infrastructure. 

Finally, the solution needed to interact securely with all 

of their existing on-premises systems and IT services. 

Dot Net Solutions presents a detailed  
business and technical case study  



Individuals needed to 

see all of their pension 

risks in a single glance 

Windows Azure  
 
Windows Azure is a cloud 

services operating system 

that provides developers with 

the facility to host, scale, and 

manage Web applications on 

the Internet through Microsoft 

data centres. 

Silverlight  
 
Silverlight is Microsoftôs 

solution for delivering the 

next generation of .NET 

based media experiences 

and rich interactive 

applications, across both 

your desktop and the web. 

Our Solution  
 
Dot Net delivered a slick, appealing solution to instantly engage 

the pension audience - no mean feat given that pensions, and 

DC pensions in particular, are certainly not the sexiest topic.  

 

The user receives a risk score and then, depending on the 

preferences of the plan sponsor or trustees, sees an asset 

allocation which reflects their own attitude towards risk and their 

time to retirement. 

 

Using Windows Azure, we created an application that provides a 

rich experience for the end user, courtesy of Silverlight. Moving 

through a series of clear, easy to use screens, each userôs profile 

is directly translated into an individual investment outline and they 

are then directed from the site towards further information. The 

users results are recorded so that they can also log-on for return 

visits to review their pension profile at any time. 

 
 

ñMicrosoft recommended Dot Net Solutions to help us 

create an online tool that would scale with our client base. 

As data security is paramount for us, we needed highly 

elastic distribution that combined securely with our            

on-premises data platform. Azure gives us the flexibility to 

show information over the internet, but without sacrificing 

any of the power or integrity we have built in to our            

on-premises infrastructureò 
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